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The Forty Leading Industries in 1931.—The completion of part of the 
compilation of the Census of Manufactures for 1931 permits the inclusion, as 
Table 12A of the forty leading industries in that year. It will be noticed that, 
compared with 1930, there has been a considerable readjustment in the order of 
the ten leading industries when arranged according to gross production, although 
there has been an appreciable decrease in the value of production in nearly every 
case; in the former year they all had gross productions of over $100,000,000, 
whereas in 1931 only the three leading industries had gross productions exceeding 
this figure. In 1932 pulp and paper was again in the lead, followed by central 
electric stations, slaughtering and meat packing, non-ferrous metal smelting, and 
flour and feed mills, which in 1930 were in fourth, second, tenth and third places, 
respectively. The automobile industry fell from ninth place in 1930 to fourteenth 
place in 1931 with a reduction of over 41 p.c. in the value of gross production. 

On the basis of net values, or value added by manufacture, the order of im
portance of the industries in 1931 was very different from that based on gross 
value. The central electric station industry was foremost in this respect, followed 
by pulp and paper; tobacco, cigars and cigarettes; printing and publishing ; non-
ferrous metal smelting; and electrical apparatus and supplies. In salaries and 
wages paid, the pulp and paper industry is decidedly in the lead, being followed by 
railway rolling stock; printing and publishing; central electric stations; electrical 
apparatus and supplies; and castings and forgings, in the order given. Contrary to 
the general impression the central electric stations industry, which is first in net 
value of production—its cost of materials being negligible—ranks high in salaries 
and wages paid, being fourth in 1930 and third in 1931 in this respect. 

12A.—Principal Statistics of the Forty Leading Industries, Classified According to 
the Gross Yalue of Products, 1931. 
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35,061,149 

174,733,954 
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